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Good News Great Things Happening at Como

Congratulations! High school senior 
Divine Uchegbu has been selected as a 
Semifinalist in the 2016-2017 Coca-Cola 
Scholars Program. Only 1,914 Semifinalists 
were chosen among nearly 86,000 applicants 
this year because of their outstanding leadership, 
academic achievements, and dedication to their 
community.

Happy New Year.  I hope everyone had a wonderful winter break.  Como 
Park ushered in the new year with the great news that we have been awarded a 
$250,000.00 grant by the Minnesota Vikings through the National Football League 
Foundation Grassroots Program to install a new synthetic turf field.  The grant from 
the Vikings, the NFL Foundation and Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) is 
part of more than three million dollars in field refurbishment awards allocated this 
year.  This is such exciting news for Como Park High School as well as our neigh-
boring community.  We’re eagerly awaiting the day this fall when Como host its first 
official “home” football game.  It will be a grand time for current and past Como stu-
dents and our faithful supporters.  I look forward in sharing other great news as we 
progress through 2017.  Thanks to all of our students, staff, families and community 
for your continued support of Como Senior! 
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Junior and Senior Students, if 
you are passionate about STEM, 
this is a Work Study Program at 
3M. 3M Company and the Saint 
Paul Public Schools (SPPS) 
would like to invite you to apply 
for participation in the 3M Sci-
ence Training Encouragement 
Program (STEP). The 3M STEP 
program is a partnership be-
tween 3M and the SPPS that 
places selected applicants at the 
center of discovery, challenge, 
and opportunity. 3M provides the 
opportunity – you provide the 
commitment, the curiosity, and 
the energy. 
        

Get Involved
Who is eligible for STEP? To be 
eligible for STEP you need to 
a junior or senior at one of the 
participating SPPS high schools. 
You need to be at least 16 years 
of age, have a weighted GPA of 
2.0 or greater, and a good at-
tendance record at school. This 
program is for you if you have 
a strong interest in science and 
technology, but there are no for-
mal science class requirements. 
This is a work-study program. 
You will be a part-time tempo-
rary employee of St Paul Public 
School District and will be paid 
for time spent in class (Monday 
& Thursdays: 12 - 2:00 p.m., 

throughout the year.
Como is proud to congratulate 
three of our scholars for receiv-
ing a Letter of Commendation 
from the National Merit Schol-
arship Program for outstanding 
performance on the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test in 2015.  Con-
gratulations to Hannah Rhee, 
Josephine Schermerhorn and 
Nathan Stover.  Way to go!!!!

Good News
Como French students met their 
French high school pen pals 
who attend Institution Notre 
Dame in Chartres, France in a 
Skype (online video) conversa-
tion this week. They introduced 
themselves and asked and 
answered questions about the 
upcoming American and French 
elections. Students will continue 
this exciting cross-cultural ex-
change about life here at Como 
and in St. Paul and France 

Great things happening at Como
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Today in CIS , students brought in an item of 
their ancestry to share with the class. On the 
table are treasures from the following 
backgrounds: Dutch, Korean, Karen, Muslim, 
China, Russian Jew, Finnish, German, 
Norwegian, Latino, Scottish, Nigerian and  
Hmong. Diversity makes us rich.  

Student Success

Kari Gurney’s bill was selected by the youth governor to be the first bill to be 
read in the education committee because it was the best written bill on that 
topic (many students had similar bill). Her bill passed committee and she will 
presenting on the floor tonight (Thursday) or Friday.  

On Friday January 5th, freshmen AOF students presented their business research projects at Grant Thornton accounting firm .  
 

Congratulations to the debate team who took 3rd and 4th places in their sectionals and 
will be debating in the State tournament next weekend!
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Registration for the free Princeton 
Review ACT prep courses is now 
open to all SPPS Juniors. 

Course Registration Please refer students 
to spps.org/actprep to register for all 
Princeton Review ACT Prep courses. 
Students may register for 3, 9 or 18-hour 
courses. The courses will be available at 
Central and Harding high schools. 

In previous years the The Office of College 
and Career Readiness (OCCR),in 
partnership with Research, Evaluation 
and Assessment (REA), sent counselors a 
priority recruitment list based on students’ 
PLAN scores. OCCR is not sending a 
priority list this year because SPPS no 
longer offers the PLAN. 
 
The Counseling Department encourages 
school teams to think about the SPPS 
racial equity work and to reach out to 
historically under-represented and 
potential first-generation students. 
 

OCCR prefers students register online 
this year; however, printable 
applications can be found on the ACT 
Prep registration website. Students 
should register for one course at 
one location. 

The Princeton Review Prep 
Course Overview 
 
18-Hour Course Description 
 9-Hour Course Description 
 3-Hour Course Description 
 
If you have specific questions regard-
ing the ACT Prep courses, contact 

Breanna.Galuska@spps.org or call 
651-744-6061.

Parent News
A gentle reminder from your Como staff: 
There are only 15 days left in quarter 2.  Parents please check your students grades 
to make sure that your child work is up to date and all assignments are being turned in.

On Wednesday, January 11th during advisory, 
we are having our first meeting with the Class 
of 2017, about all things pertaining to gradu-
ation in the auditorium. Graduating seniors 
please meet in the auditorium after attendance 
has been taken. 

For your information, the other 
upcoming Senior Meeting dates are:

February 8
March 8
April 19
May 17
May 24



Club photos will be taken next Thursday January 12th in the gym. 

Students planning on taking AP exams this May and would like to 
apply for testing accommodations due to an IEP or 504 Plan, please 
contact Ms. McCurdy Yates at, molly.mccurdy@spps.org

School Climate Improvement Team (SCIT) 
Please join us on January 12, 2017 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in our school library for our January SCIT 
meeting.  The SCIT committee’s goal is to pro-actively address ways to improve and strengthen 
school climate within the Como Park school community.  This month’s topics will include looking at 
school wide data; discussion on cell phone usage and its impact on student learning and also 
seeking feedback as we plan to apply for the St. Paul Federation of Teacher’s 2017 Restorative 
Practices Grant.  Parents, students and staff are encouraged to attend and participate in the 
discussion.  Light refreshments will be served.

Get Involved Student Community, 
Resources and Opportunities.

The day we’ve waiting for is almost here - the release of the 2017 FIRST Robotics Competition Challenge is Saturday, 
January 7!  BEASTBot Team 2855 is celebrating by hosting a bash to watch the video and brainstorm how we’re going 
to win this year’s Regionals.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join us for food, fun, and design at Como Park 
HS.  The party starts at 8:30 am, and concludes at 2 pm - lunch provided.  No experience necessary, just a positive 
attitude and a willingness to think outside of the box!  Questions?  Email Coach Norberg:  donna.norberg@spps.org or 
check out www.beastbot2855.com.  Also, follow us on Twitter!  @comorobo

Support Como Park Robotics by visiting Sunrise Bank on Como and Doswell Avenues this month!  Purchase 
coffee or a cookie inside the bank, and BEASTBot recieves the profits to help us travel to a second regional 
and maybe Championships!  We are also looking to build a second robot to practice with when our competition 
robot has to be bagged up.  Thank you for your continued awesome support!



Sports 
Como Boy’s Basketball Teams On the Road to Achieving 
Academic Excellence

It’s a cold Saturday morning in January and the first week back in 
school, but there’s work to be done. Building a strong boy’s basket-
ball program that is grounded in academic excellence isn’t easy. 
The culture needed to change, their work ethic needs to be 
developed, and believing that together they will achieve great 
things requires commitment and dedication on their part. As a staff 
we create space, opportunity and support knowing that together 
Como will be a force to be reckoned with.
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Motivational Thoughts 

Welcome back educational family,

I want to tell you it’s such a blessing to see you all today.  We have returned back 
to our calling and our children.  I hope your break was restful and joyful.  Now 
that we’ve gassed up the car, and cleared off the windshield, we can continue to 
drive on the road to success, and see the signs that read strength, solutions, and 
achievement.   

The role of a teacher is very demanding, but the role of mentor is even more de-
manding. We don’t often hear students speak of teachers as mentors.  A mentor is 
an experienced and trusted adviser. So lets think about asking our students what 
it takes for us to gain their trust.  Many of our students are carrying heavy loads.  
Being able to talk about it with caring adults can be a platform for healing. 

I personally want to thank you for stepping up to the challenges we face everyday 
and I’m sure our students do as well. 
 
“You are called for many things. Make sure the important calls are noticed and 
answered. Remember that voicemail playbacks are sometimes heard too late.” 

By: Mr. Donnell Gibson

Upcoming Events

Principal Theresa Neal
Assistant Principal Rashmi Vashisht
Assistant Principal Amy Dutton
Cadex Herrera 
Donnell Gibson
Jill van Koolwijk 
Donna Norberg
Chong Thao 
Maria Cocchiarella

Newsletter 
ContributorsJanuary 

7 4 0  R o s e  Av e  W,  S t  P a u l ,  M N  5 5 11 7 
( 6 5 1 )  2 9 3 - 8 8 0 0   c o m o s r. s p p s . o r g

Tuesday January 10
2:15 PM - 3:15 PM Committee Meetings

Thursday January 12
Club Photos
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM SCIT Meeting

Monday January 16
No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

Tuesday January 17
2:15 PM - 3:15 PM Department Meetings
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Parent Community Council Meeting

A great big thanks of appreciation to all the staff 
and students that helped and contributed to the 

creation of the newsletter.



Contact us!
website: www.comosr.spps.org 

Como Park Senior High School Newsletter designed by Cadex Herrera, AOF. 
Please note:  The newsletter is produced by CPSH staff members who believes that parents and students can make the 
CPSHS community better when they know what is going on each week. News is collected via responses to an all-staff 

email as well as from active parents who regularly share news about non-staff affiliated groups. If you have something new 
you’d like to see in the newsletter, send an email to leocadio.herrera@spps.org subject: Newsletter. 
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Assistant Superintendent 
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